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the charm of her painting speedily made her
work fashionable. Her portrait of Marie
Antoinette (1779) led to a lasting friendship
with the queen and she painted numerous
portraits of the royal family. She left Paris
for Italy at the outbreak of the Revolution,
and after a species of triumphal progress
through Europe, arrived in London in 1802.
There she painted portraits of the Prince of
Wales, Lord Byron, &c. In 1805 she
returned to Paris. See her Souvenirs (1837;
trans 1904), Memoirs (1926) and a study by
Helm (1915).

LE CARON, Major Henri, ka-ro (1840-94),
assumed name of Thomas Beach, of Col-
chester, whose spying on Irish-American
Fenians is described in his Twenty-five Years
in the Secret Service (1892).

LE CHATELIER.   See CHATELIER.

LECKY, William Edward Hartpolc (1838-
1903), Irish historian and philosopher, born
near Dublin, graduated B.A. in 1859 at
Trinity College. In 1861 he published
anonymously The Leaders of Public Opinion
in Ireland, four brilliant essays on Swift,
Flood, Grattan and O'Connell. One of the
greatest and most unbiased of British his-
torians, his later works were Rationalism in
Europe (1865), History of European Morals
(1869), History of England in the 18th Century
(1878-90) and Democracy and Liberty (1896).
A decided Unionist but' having a real sym-
pathy with Irish problems, he became M.P.
for Dublin University in 1895, a privy
councillor in 1897 and O.M. (1902). See
Life by his wife (1909), and A Victorian
Historian (Private letters of W. E. H. Lecky
1859-78), ed. H. M. Hyde (1947).

LECLAIR, Jean Marie (1697-1764), French
composer and violinist, wrote many fine
sonatas for the instrument, also the opera
Scvllaet Glands (1746).

LECLANCHE, Georges, le-kla-shay (1839-82),
French chemist, born in Paris, remembered
for the galvanic cell invented by him and
given his name.

LE CLERC, Jean, le-kler, or Johannes
Clericus (1657-1736), Swiss Reformed theo-
logian, born at Geneva, became in 1684
professor of Philosophy in the Remonstrant
seminary at Amsterdam. His works number
over seventy, and revealed what were then
startling opinions on the authorship of the
Pentateuch and on inspiration generally.
His Bible commentaries were completed in
1731. Serial publications were Bibliotheque
universelle et historique (25 vols. 1686-93),
Bibliotheque choisie (28 vols. 1703-13), and
Bibliotheque ancienne et moderne (29 vols.
1714-26).

LECLUSE, Charles de, lay-kliiz (1525-1609),
the botanist ' Clusius ', was born at Arras,
travelled in Spain, England, Hungary, &c.,
and from 1593 was a professor at Leyden.

LECOCQ, Alexandre Charles (1832-1918),
French composer of comic operas, was born
at Paris. His many Offenbachian operettas
include Le Docteur Miracle (1857), La Fille
de Madame Angot (1872), Girofle-Girofla
(1874) and Uggvptienne (1890).

LECONTE DE' LISLE, Charles Marie,
le-kdt de leel (1818-94), French poet, was
born in Reunion, and after some years of

travel settled to a literary life in Paris. He
exercised a profound influence on all the
younger poets, headed the school called
Parnassians, and succeeded to Victor Hugo's
chair at the Academy in 1886. His early
poems appeared as Poesies completes (1858).
Other volumes are Poemes barbares (1862)
and Poemes tragiques (1884); and he trans-
lated many classics. His verse is marked by
regularity and faultlessness of form. See
monographs, Dornis (1895), Leblond (1906),
Flottes (1939) and A. Fairlie, Leconte de
Listens Poems on the Barbarian Races (1947)
LE CORBUSIER.   See CORBUSIER
LECOUVREUR, Adrienne, le-koov-rcer
(1692-1730), French actress, born near
Chalons, made her debut at the Comedie
Franchise in 1717, and so9n became famous
for her acting, her fascinations, and her
admirers, amongst whom were Marshal
Saxe, Voltaire and Lord Peterborough. Her
death was by some ascribed to poisoning by a
rival, the Duchesse de Bouillon. This is the
plot of the play by Scribe and Legouve. See
Monval's Lettres d'Adrienne Lecouvreur
(1892), and study by Rivollet (1925).
LEDRU-RGLLIN, Alexandre Auguste, -IT -
(1807-74), French politician, was born at
Fontenay. Admitted to the bar in 1830,
he made a name as defender of Republicans
and as a democratic agitator. In 1841
he was elected deputy for Le Mans, and
visited Ireland during O'Connell's agitation.
His Appel aux travailleurs (1846) declared
universal suffrage the panacea for the miseries
of the working-classes. At the Revolution
of 1848 he became minister of the interior in
the Provisional Government, and in May was
elected one of the interim government. But
he gave offence by his arbitrary conduct, and
resigned June 28. As candidate for the
presidency against Louis Napoleon he was
beaten and an unsuccessful attempt to
provoke an insurrection in June 1849 drove
him to England. He was amnestied in 1870,
and after his return was elected to the
Assembly. See his Discourspolitiques et ecrits
divers appeared in 1879. See Caiman's
Ledru-Rollin and the Second French Republic
(1922).
LEE, (1) Ann (1736-84), English mystic, the
illiterate daughter of a Manchester black-
smith, married in 1762 Abraham Stanley, also
a blacksmith. Imprisoned in 1770 for street-
preaching, she emigrated to America in 1774,
and in 1776 founded at Niskayuna, 7 miles
north-west of Albany, N.Y., the parent
Shaker settlement. See The Shakers, by
F. W. Evans (N.Y. 1859), and short Life by
Axon (1876).
(2)    Charles   (1731-82),   a   cantankerous
general in the American War of Indepen-
dence, was born in Cheshire, and had served
seventeen years as a British officer in America.
Junius^s Letters have been ascribed to him.
(3)  Harriet (1757-1851), English novelist,
born in London, wrote with her sister The
Canterbury Tales, one of which was drama-
tized by Byron and called  Werner, or, The
Inheritance.
(4)   James  Paris   (1831-1904),  American
inventor,  born  at Hawick,   Scotland.    He
emigrated witji his parents to Canada, later